
Tom and Debbie Lyman joined Saint Rose nine years ago after a serendipitous visit to the Ash Wednesday
evening Mass. “We were looking for a new parish and said let’s try Saint Rose,” recalls Debbie. “When we
saw the participation of the Religious Education students in the Mass we were amazed. It was really special
to us. After that we attended every activity we could—even back to school night—to get a feel for the
community. We knew then this is where we wanted to be.”

Both say Saint Rose has deepened their faith. Debbie says, “Along with my own reading and belonging to a
women’s spiritual group, Fr. Fitzpatrick and Fr. Paveglio have helped the word of God really speak to me.”
 Right now Tom is seeking a few good men, women and teenagers. As coordinator of the Saint Rose State
Fair Park and Ride he has a great part-time job for them during the final weeks of summer. The volunteer
position has short hours, unlimited free ice water, provides an opportunity to meet and work with other
parishioners, service hours for students and a thank you from most fairgoers.

“Everyone who has done it really enjoys the time they spend parking cars,” says Tom, who has managed this
fund-raising ministry for seven years. “People that are able keep coming back year after year. We usually lose
a couple, so we are always looking for newcomers to help.” The Saint Rose Park and Ride has 166 hours to
fill (no parking on Saturdays). Last year 70 volunteers earned around $7,000 for the parish. The money is
used for parking lot maintenance and repair.

 “We have two or three people working every shift,” says Tom. “New people have the option of filling time
slots that are the slowest. Taking a two-hour shift on a quiet day is a good way to give the job a try.” In
addition to the Park and Ride, Tom cares for the rose bushes around the church and is on the finance
committee. He and his wife Debbie are also part of the marriage preparation ministry. Their own marriage
took place in California 38 years ago. The couple met as students at San Diego State University. He was
from St. Paul, she from the Los Angeles suburbs.  
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Other things to know about Tom and Debbie:
• Debbie, with a degree in recreational therapy, worked for the
Minneapolis Society for the Blind for 12 years and recently retired as a
teacher’s assistant in early childhood special education for the St. Paul
Public Schools. For the past 26 years she has raised money and food for St.
Paul food shelves.
• Tom, a CPA, retired from Ecolab after 28 years. Since then he has
remodeled two houses, including removing an old roof and installing a
new one with the help of Debbie. She says: "Never again." He has also
helped put new LED lights in the church and school, and install the video
projectors.
• The Lymans have two daughters and a one-year-old granddaughter.
Jessica is a professor at the University of Minnesota and Natalie is a sixth
grade teacher in California. 
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